
ALPINE CLUB NOTES

Management of the Club
During 1977 the Committee has formulated and pUt in mOtion plans to share the
responsibility of the management of the Alpine Club between more members, To that end a
number of unofficial but elTeClive POStS have been created. In particular a House Committee
has been set up under the Chairmanship of R. H. McCaIl; G. C. Band has assumed the role of
Honorary Meets Organizer, C. R. A, Clarke has been dignified with the tide Honorary
Lecture Organizer and F. Solari, in recognition of services now given over several years, has
been designated Membership Honorary Secretary. In order 10 comply with the rules each of
these men has been appointed Assistant Honorary Secretary.

Obituary
We regret 10 record the deaths of our members: The Lord Adrian (Hon. Member 1955), C.
Barbier (Hon Member ACG 1970), W. R. Caesar (1904), M. N. Clarke (1928), H. R, R. Fedden
(1957), J. T. Holloway (1939), Or F. C. Mayo (1952), Sir Ralph Metcalfe (1962), Mrs N. Odell
(LAC 19211, Mrs P. Pesken (LAC 1962), M. A. Pettifer (Aspirant Member 1974), E. C. W.
Rudge (1946), E. E. Shipton (1929),' Sir A. Landsborough Thomson (1961). See also p 266,'

Membership
ew members are welcome at all times. Correspondence on membership should be addressed

10: Frank Solari, Oaltside, Duffield Lane, SlOke Poges, Slough, SL2 4AH.

Miscellaneous and Editor's Notes
Osterreichischer Alpenklub On the occasion of its Centenary we olTer 10 the OAK our
heartiest congratulations and best wishes. The Club was founded in Vienna on 6 December
1878 by a group of keen young mountaineers under the lead ofJulius Meurer, later 10 become
the second President of the OAK, A. T. Laforest being the firsl.

The Club was originally known as the Alpenklub Osterreich and adopted its present name
in 1884. One of its first aCls was 10 pUt a new cross on the summit of the Gross Glockner 10

replace that erected in 1800 by the Prince-Bishop of Gurk to commemorate the first ascent
which had fallen into a state of decay, and within a few years it had built three club huts, one
on the Adlersruhe 10 facilitate the ascent of the Gross Glockner, another on the Hochfeiler
and the third in the Sexten Dolomites in memory ofEmil Zsigmondy,

On 3 January 1879 the first issue of the Club's journal, the OJttTTtichiscM Alpenuitung was
published since when il has appeared regularly except for a short period during the 1939-45
war when publication was suspended owing to a shortage of paper.

At a meeting of the Alpine Club on 4 March 1879 the President, C. E. Mathews, read a
lener from Herr Meurer announcing the formation of the OAK and expressing its 'warm
desire 10 enter into friendly relations with the English Club', It is pleasing that these 'friendly
relations' were evidently soon attained for a number of well-known British and Austrian
climbers of the period were members both of the AC and the OAK,]. P. Farrar, C, T. Dent, L.
Norman-Neruda, K. Schulz,]. Meurer and Marquis Alfred de Pallavicini, to mention only a
few.

Guideless climbing had an early start in British mountaineering circles and was equally in
favour with members of the OAK, The Zsigmondy brothers and Ludwig PurtScheller formed
one of the most famous guideless ropes of all time untH the death of Emil Zsigmondy on the
Meije in 1885. Karl Blodig and Heinrich Hess followed and at the turn of the century H.

Capl. T. D. Thompson (l973l--Died in April 1976 but not yet mentioned in an AI
, Where no obituary notice is included, the notice will, whenever possible, appear in the

nextJournal.
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Pfannl, T. Maischberger and F. Zimmer were in the forefront of Austrian guideless
climbers-and there were many others.

It was perhaps not without significance that the title of the first lecture delivered to the
OAK in December 1878 was Oberjiihrerlose Gebirgstouren.

When the temporary incorporation of Austria into the German Reich took place in 1938
the Club was presented with two alternatives-dissolution or affiliation with the Deutscher
Alpenverein. It chose the second alternative but happily regained its independence soon after
the conclusion of the war and in June 1946 the reconstituted OAK held its first general
meeting under the Presidency ofDr Kirschbaum.

The OAK has no connection with the Osterreichischer Alpenverein, erroneously known in
this country as the 'Austrian Alpine Club', which can be joined by anyone paying the
necessary subscription. The OAK on the other hand requires a high standard of
mountaineering achievement from its prospective members though, as in the Alpine Club,
those who have rendered exceptional services to Alpine history, literature, or art may be
accepted as members. The present membership is a little over 500.

We extend our most cordial good wishes to the OAK for a happy and prosperous future,
coupled with the hope that the friendly relations so ardently desired by Herr Meurer may
always be maintained between the OAK and the AC.

D. F. O. Dangar

'Asparasas I' (AJ 82 238) The correct name of this mountain, so frequently misspelt, is
Apsarasas. There are three Apsarasas peaks, A I, 7245m, A 11, 7239m and A 111,7236. They lie
north of the Teram Sher glacier, The Apsarasas ridge was named by Grant Peterkin of the
1912 Bullock Workman expedition.

D. F. O. Dangar

The Alpine Club Library The members of the Council of the Alpine Club Library are as
follows: Sir Douglas Busk, Chairman; Frank Solari, Hon. Secretary; J. Llywelyn Jones
(representing the BMC), Hon, Treasurer; R. Lawford, Hon. Librarian; G. Dugdale
(representing the RGS); L. E. Frank; Sir Alan Pullinger; Elliou Viney; MrsJ. LancasterJones,
Hon. Technical Adviser. The Librarian, who came to us with the highest qualifications from
Trinity College, Dublin, is Mrs P. E.Johnson.

The Council is glad to report that, despite serious vicissitudes during 1977, the card
indexing of the first half of the Library has been completed. This comprises almost all the
printed books and periodicals (in many languages, some with runs extending back for over a
century) and guide-books, of which the Library has a growing world-wide collection,
constantly being added to. The cards are now being checked for accuracy and, when this has
been done, they will be typed in page form and printed in 2 volumes under Authors and
Subjects. Extra staff has been engaged to assist the Librarian in these tasks. It is hoped that the
work will be completed during 1978.

Cataloguing the second half of the Library will then begin. This comprises over 100
volumes of 'Tracts' each comprising 30-40 items (offprints or cuuings of articles in
periodicals); the Club's collections of maps, photographs and slides; the Fiihrerbiicher of
many celebrated guides; and a mass of manuscript material, diaries and correspondence.

Meanwhile the Library is in constant use by visitors and by correspondents from all over
the world, who can be supplied with photocopies of material they require.

Douglas Busk

The Himalayan Club This year the Himalayan Club celebrates its golden jubilee. According
to Douglas Freshfield the idea of a Himalayan Club was first mooted in 1866, but it was not
until 1927 that Sir Geoffrey Corbeu and Kenneth Mason got together and started things
moving. The result was the formal inauguration of the Himalayan Club in Delhi on 17
February 1928 with 127 Founder Members. Later that year the recently formed Mountain
Club of India was amalgamated with the Himalayan Club. During its formative period the
Club received much advice and help from Sydney Spencer, the Honorary Secretary of the
Alpine Club, and from Col E. L. Strutt, the Editor of the Alpine Journal, and the two Clubs
have continued to be closely associated. During the 50 years of its existence the Himalayan
Club has done much to foster exploration and mountaineering in India, and has given help
and advice to innumerable expeditions to the Himalaya from overseas. The Alpine Club
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congratulates the Himalayan Club on its golden jubilee and wishes it continued success in the
future.

v. S. RiJoe

A scientific use for mountains During 1977 an 80-ton infra-red telescope, manufactured in
Sheffield, was undergoing tests before installation on the top of Mauna Kea in Hawaii. It will
receive radiation originating thousands of millions oflight-years away and help to solve many
problems concerning the formation of the galaxy, life on other stars, and so forth. This site at
4300m will place it above the major proportion of the atmospheric absorption and enable it
to respond to signals undetectable at ground level.

Disagreement between Guides' Associations In June 1977 the International Union of
Mountain Guides' Associations rejected an application for membership from the Association
of British Mountain Guides. One well-known Swiss guide is reported as saying that the British
only wanted to become members so that they could get the concessionary prices on chair-lifts
and in huts that Alpine guides enjoy. The British Association is to reapply.

Access problems are assuming major proportions in British hill and mountain districts. Our
bi-monthly climbing magazines are continually reporting cases from one end of the country
to the other where pressure on the countryside is leading to clashes with other user interests.
Mountaineers are urged to play an active part in bringing relevant access problems, wherever
they may arise, to the notice of the BMC, so that they may be tackled as appropriate at a
national or local level.

Hut statistics from Switzerland From LeJ AlpeJ (4/77) we learn that, for the year Autumn 1975
to Autumn 1976, 245,791 hut nights were spent at the 151 huts and bivouacs of the CAS
(which between them offer 8411 places), a total of 518,258 SF accruing to the Central
Committee. The Monte Rosa hut again led with 7179 hut nights. Overnight rates for 1977 vary
between 5 and 20 SF <averaging about 12). There are now less than 4 to the pound. See AJ 82
258.

The Yeti The latest contribution to the Yeti saga is a lengthy article-'Yetis, "hommes
sauvages" et primates inconnus' by Eric Buffetant and Pascal Tassy in La Recherche 7/81977.
There are copious references to sources world-wide, both ancient and modern.

World Trade Centre-Manhattan 'A young bearded amateur mountain climber became an
instant folk hero to thousands of New Yorkers yesterday', wrote the Daily Telegraph 27/5/7 7,
'when he scaled one of the twin 1350ft towers of the World Trade Centre in Manhattan, the
second highest building in the world'. His name was George Willig; the climb took 3i hours.
On top he was arrested, taken down in the lift by the police and later charged. Later the fine
was fixed at S1.10, one cent for each storey.

Sadly, when asked why he did it, he replied 'Because it is there'. This is becoming the cliche
of all time.

However, there is an up-to-date variant. When another young man was asked why he
wished to travel into space, he replied-'Because it is not there'.

'The lost cliffs of the Pacific' Mountain Gautte 55 (March 1977) carried an interesting article
by Michael Tobias on coasteering on the western seaboard of the United States-the Big Sur
coast between San Francisco and Los Angeles. 'This climbing', says the author, 'is psychology
in the making'.

'Climbing', he adds, 'is done in the nude, for one invariably falls into deep water',
recalling the dictum of the first Cornwall guide-book-'the local climbing garb varies fTom
nothing to as little as possible'.

There are 70 miles of possibilities similar to our own seacliffs or to the Calanques of
Marseille. Now the attention of American climbers has been drawn to such a fine coasteering
area, they fall somewhat belatedly into line with British and Continental devotees of this
extremely varied and satisfying sport.
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La grande traversee des Alpes Francaises Your attention is drawn to a leaflet with the above
title put out by CIMES (Centre Informations Montagnes et Sentiers, Maison de Tourisme, 14
rue de la Republique, 38027 Grenoble), from whom more detailed information can be
obtained. This describes a route for walkers, complete with close on 100 huts, which is now
waymarked from St Gingolf on Lake Geneva all along the Alps to Menton beside the
Mediterranean. Most of it is GR5; the variant GRs 52, 54, 55 and 58 can also be taken, while
there are circuits available around the Mont Blanc group and the Vanoise and Ecrins National
Parks. In winter more or less the same line provides a lengthy ski tour.

Some disquieting moves in preservation Correspondence in Off Belay (No 35 10/77) draws
attention to the banning of rock-climbing in a number of preservation areas in the Mid West
of the USA. This has arisen because the authorities have been sued by various individuals in
respect of injuries sustained in park areas, which, since they are preserved as far as possible in
their natural state, present hazards to an inexperienced traveller. Though there have as yet
been no cases involving climbers, the bans are aimed at forestalling the possibility. The writer
concludes-The farce of allowing people to sue a government for maintaining a national
park must stop'.

Another letter highlights the present anomalous situation with regard to access to Mount
Katahdin in Maine-one of the major sites for summer rock-climbing and winter ice
climbing in the eastern US. Regulations forbid starting up the mountain after 11.00am in July
or 9.30am in October; 'you may not leave before 7.00am unless the weather is perfect because
that is the time when the rangers decide whether they will allow anyone on the mountain at
all'. A fast party can manage the ascent in 2 hours. In winter 'parties must register in advance,
show proof of competence, obtain a medical exam, provide a back-up rescue team, camp at
only one location (next to the rangers' cabin), obtain clearance to climb each day, specify
which route, no bivouacs, no alternate camps, and bring in a long list of equipment that
includes such items as a 2-pound woodsman's axe'. Many climbers, we are told, avoid Mount
Katahdin-a not surprising reaction under the circumstances.

While one might laugh this off with-'It can't happen here', the pressures on preserved
wilderness are likely to go on increasing throughout the world. Less legislatively minded
communities might well not take up such extreme attitudes, however there are dangerous
undertones here for all of us.

The situation is exacerbated by encouraging access to wilderness areas by people who
would be completely happy elsewhere, and by encouraging young people into them for
spurious adventure training. A real wilderness would be slightly forbidding for the majority,
yet still present a challenge to those who felt competent to deal with its problems.

Winter sports statistics During 1977 the Daily Telegraph printed the following figures 'By Our
Geneva Correspondent':

'Some £10,000 million a year is now spent on ski equipment and Winter sports holidays in
all parts of the world, according to an estimate by the Union Bank of Switzerland. The
industry provides about one million jobs.

The Alpine countries now offer a total of It million beds in Winter sports resorts, with a
total of 2000 aerial cablecars and 8500 ski-tows, the Bank says. They register more than 100
million hotel-nights each Winter.

In Switzerland, for example, the Winter sports industry contributes nearly £900 million to
the gross national product. The country's 1600 cablecars and ski-tows take in about £90
million in the Winter season-a sum equal to half the passenger fares paid on the Swiss
Federal Railways.'

Printing processes Since I became Editor in 1971 the Journal has undergone many changes,
some enforced by the Club's own financial considerations, some because of new processes at
our printers. Three years ago we changed from letterpress to offset-litho; the former was
being phased out at the printers, while the relative costs were moving all the time in favour of
the latter. This meant that we accepted a somewhat lower quality in picture reproduction and
unjustified typesetting; at the same time however corrections became easier. (Our cost holding
policy, incidentally, has involved only accepting an absolute minimum of corrections, since
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these can be very expensive if allowed to get out of hand.) Our material was set on a type
writer-like machine in a type-face known as Journal Roman.

This year is the first under an entirely new setting system. The original machines have been
showing signs of wear and have now been replaced by keyboard machines having an
electronic display panel, the output taking the form of a punched tape. Justification is once
again possible since the machine does this automatically. Correction and insertion of addi
tional material are straightforward processes at this stage.

The tape is fed into a machine called the Pacesetter, in which a disc revolving at high speed
carries a large number of characters in a selection of type-faces. As the disc rotates, the tape
causes a lamp to illuminate and record the appropriate letter, while an optical system deter
mines its size. In future our type-face in this system will be that known as Baskerville.

All the textual material is set in blocks equal to one journal page and these come to the
Editorial for proof-reading and for Paul Sharp's very important contribution to the Journal
design-the layout. He prepares a design for every 2-page spread, pasting on a block of text
and sizing the pictures appropriately, in accordance with general directives by the Editor.
There is a particular problem here because the Journal has for economy reasons to take up an
exact multiple of 16 pages; recently we have been working to 288, which includes everything
between the covers. Very careful calculations have to be made at all stages of the space likely to
be taken up, so that the range of picture sizings available to us will make everything come
right in the end. Corrected proofs, layout, pictures, captions and prelims are then all sent to
the printers who prepare the printing plates and supply page proofs. Major corrections at this
stage would be expensive indeed.

Then follows printing, binding and despatch.
Gone are the days when the Editor could concentrate on the literary aspects, for now he

has to ul1derstand and appreciate the technological problems involved in the production. I
sometimes wonder if Strutt, or Graham Brown or Tyndale would have relished the job as it is
today ... whether Veld would have occupied the chair as long as he did.

I can reiterate my promise that, if anything we do to cut our costs deteriorates the quality
of the Journal below a generally acceptable level, such changes will be restored forthwith.

The above short account of the production process emphasizes the importance of time
table. Each year a time-table is drawn up well in advance and its strict maintenance is essential
if we are to fit into the assigned slots in the printing programme. For this reason I intend to
adhere rigidly to my schedules and later material will just not be used. The absolutely final
closing date is Christmas Eve. Last-minute material, too, is extremely inconvenient at a time
when we are already juggling with our space problems ... so the earlier the better.

Acknowledgements I have to acknowledge with grateful thanks the sterling work of Tom
Connor and Geoffrey Templeman of the Editorial staff, of Paul Sharp (the designer) and of
Paul Scott and the staff of the Spottiswoode Ballantyne Press at Colchester. It just would not
work without them. Peter Stubbs makes an ann·ual contribution which is much appreciated.
John Cleare and Douglas Milner are always ready to supply photographs. Our foreign
correspondents tend to come and go, but they do a fine job overall.

I do not know what to say of people whose promised contributions never arrive, who
supply texts but ignore entreaties for pictures, who always know of someone who C<j.n do a job
better than they can, who talk of the need for a good Journal but will not offer anything
towards one, who never reply to letters or who reply once and then never again. They are an
Editor's burden, which he could well do without.
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